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July Meeting Information 

2 p.m., Sunday, July 19, 2026, at the First Presbyterian Church of 

Ironton, corner of Reynolds & Knob Streets in Ironton  

 

Program: The History of the Arcadia Valley Fall Festival presented 

by Jim Finley  

 

Refreshments Provided By: Lorelei Lee and Lauretta Walker 

July’s Program: The History of the Arcadia Valley Fall Festival 

Presented by Jim Finley 

 

   historical society member, will present his 

program on the history of this cherished event. Originally established in 

1926, the festival was born as a multi-day homecoming event. Over the last 

century, it has evolved into an event that anchors the region’s cultural 

identity, Deeply intertwined with the Arcadia Valley R-II School District, 

the event is defined by its "Tradition, Pride, and Character," featuring 

signature highlights such as the crowning of the Fall Festival Queen—a 

lineage that now spans generations of local families—as well as high school 

float competitions, bluegrass music, and a vibrant street fair surrounding 

the historic Iron County Courthouse. 

 

 

 

Mailing Address 

P.O. Box 183 

Ironton, MO 63650 

 

Email Address 

askus@ironcountyhistory.org 

 

Phone: (573) 546-3513 

Museum Address 

Arcadia Valley Chamber of 

Commerce Visitor’s Center 

Arcadia, MO 
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Appearing to the left is the front page of the 

Arcadia Valley Enterprise Newspaper 

published on September 10, 1926, 

advertising the first ever Iron County 

Homecoming.  

Part of that event was a parade. The parade 

has become an integral part of the Arcadia 

Valley Fall Festival and this year marks its 

100th year, extending its record as the 

longest running annual parade in the state 

of Missouri. 

Jim Finley, retired AVHS educator and 

historical 



Page | 2  
 

Preserving & Sharing Iron County’s Rich History Since 1974 

Iron County Historical Society 

The Iron County Historical Society is a registered 501 (c)(3) charitable organization. 
 

Contributions can be made online at our website, at our museum or mailed to the Iron County Historical Society at 
P.O. Box 183, Ironton, MO 63650.  THANK YOU! 
 

 

President’ Message: Jeremy Medley 

I hope everyone is enjoying the summer months. I wanted to share with you some information that now ties me 

to two historic Iron County figures in the scouting program, James Connelly and Robert Edgar. The Silver 

Beaver Award is the council-level distinguished service award of Scouting America. Recipients of the award are 

registered adult leaders who have made an impact on the lives of youth through service given to the council. It’s 

also been nicknamed the lifetime achievement award for adult volunteer scouters. 

 

In 1937, James “Pop” Connelly became the first member of Troop 403 to be awarded the Silver Beaver award. 

He was also the first Eagle Scout in the troop’s history. Then in 1964 Robert “Bob” Edgar became the second 

member in troop history to have the Silver Beaver award bestowed upon him. Pop’s decades of work in the 

community to bring scouting to a rural area and the massive amount of time he committed to scouting earned 

him this award. Bob spent years alongside Pop planning, financing, securing easements and building the old 

Boy Scout section of the Taum Sauk Trail. This trail once started at Elephant Rocks, went up to Taum Sauk 

Mountain, passing by Mina Sauk Falls, Devil’s, Tollgate, and continuing to Johnson’s Shut Ins. The trail was 

hiked by thousands of scouts from all over the US and a special patch was created for those that completed this 

hike. Both Pop and Bob served on the scouting executive board for the St. Louis Council during the entirety of 

the trail’s creation and construction.  (Continued on Page 9) 

 

 

Society News & Notes – Highlights from the April 2026 Annual Meeting 

Note: You can read the full set of minutes by logging on to the website (www.ironcountyhistory.org) and 

clicking on the Meeting Minutes tab in the footer menu of the website. 

Jeremy Medley presented the Program Report.  Information on upcoming programs are contained on our 

website’s homepage (www.ironcountyhistory.org). Wilma Cofer presented the Quarterly and Annual 

Treasurer’s Reports, the Museum Director’s Report and the Membership Report. 

The Quarterly Treasurer’s Report contained an ending balance of $18,673.83 which included $15,542.17 in 

receipts and $3,705.29 in disbursements.  The Annual Treasure’s Report’s ending balance was 18,673.04 which 

included $21,043.07 in receipts and $10,840.42 in disbursements.  Wilma noted a discrepancy in the ending 

balances of 79 cents between the two reports and despite repeated attempts, she was not able to reconcile it.  

Wilma’s Museum Director’s Report highlighted the ongoing need for volunteers to help keep our museum 

open. She also gave a report on our annual volunteer luncheon and the new bookshelves that had been installed 

in the museum. Through her Membership Report, Wilma noted that the society has 79 paid members 

(including lifetime members) and six exchange members.  With the new membership year just beginning on 

http://www.ironcountyhistory.org/
http://www.ironcountyhistory.org/
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April 1st, we currently have 86 overdue members. During the quarter we gained six new members and lost one 

to death. 

Under Old Business, John Abney discussed the society’s new website (mentioned above) and that, as planned, 

the quarterly newsletter will be moving to a digital only format beginning with the Summer 2026 edition.  For 

this membership year only, members can request a printed / mailed copy of the newsletter at no cost.  As was 

approved at this meeting, members (including lifetime members) wishing to receive a printed / mailed 

newsletter beginning with the Summer 2027 edition will be required to pay an additional $5.00 per year on top 

of their dues to help defer the ever-increasing printing and mailing costs.  Also under Old Business, Jeremy 

Medley discussed our plans to set up a booth at the Fall Mountain Music Festival this coming October.  There 

will be more on this at our July meeting. 

The only item under New Business was our Annual Elections.  By a vote of acclamation, the following slate of 

candidates were elected: 

President: Jeremy Medley 

Vice President: John Abney 

Treasurer: Wilma Cofer 

Recording Secretary: Pam Inman 

Board of Directors: 

 3-Year Term: Teresia Dement 

              Robert Inman 
 
 1-Year Term: Nancy Komar (filling an already vacant position) 

 

Refreshments provided by Nancy Komar and Wilm Cofer followed the meeting.  As always, members and their 

guests are always welcome at our quarterly meetings and are encouraged to attend.   

 

                                Remembering Shirley Dement 

It is with a deep sense of sadness that we share the passing of one of our members, Shirley 

Isabelle (Wren) Dement (1937–2026). We extend our heartfelt sympathy to all of Shirley’s 

family and friends. 

The community knew Shirley in many roles: PTO President, business owner, one of the first female school bus 

drivers in the state of Missouri, GM factory worker, and trusted carpool driver. To generations of Arcadia 

Valley kindergarteners, she was simply Grandma Shirley—a steady, loving presence who made every child 

feel seen. 

Shirley was preceded in death by her husband of 63 years, Carl Dement. She is survived by her sisters, Nancy 

Drennen and Debbie Akers, and her sister-in-law, Paula Risher; her children, William (Sharon) Dement, 

Barbara (Randy) Dettmer, Teresia (Shannon) Dement, Carla Dement, Mallissa (Robert) Newstead, and Bryan 

Dement; along with 16 grandchildren, 34 great-grandchildren, and 12 great-great-grandchildren. 

Shirley’s life was a testament to service, resilience, and love—leaving a legacy that will continue to shape the 

community and the many lives she touched. 
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A Legacy Written in Grit: Celebrating 250 Years of the American Spirit in Iron County  

by John Abney 

As our nation celebrates the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence—our 

thoughts naturally drift toward the "Founding Fathers." But here in the rugged beauty of the Arcadia Valley 

and the surrounding hills and valleys of Iron County, the true story of our independence wasn't just written 

with quills in Philadelphia; it was forged in iron, red granite, lead; in its fertile fields and deep forests by the 

hands of thousands of ancestors whose names may not be in textbooks, but whose legacy is etched into the very 

soil beneath our feet. 

The First Stewards 

Long before the first surveyor’s chain touched this land, the story of Iron County began. Approximately 13,000 

years ago, the ancestors of the Native American peoples—including the Osage who would later call this region 

home—followed the receding ice and the migration of ancient game. They were the first to understand the 

rhythms of our springs and the bounty of our forests. Their presence reminds us that "pioneering" is a relative 

term; they were the original stewards of the Ozark wilderness, leaving a spiritual and cultural footprint that 

remains a foundational layer of our history. 

The Courage to Part 

By the late 18th and early 19th centuries, a new wave of ancestors began to trickle into what would become Iron 

County. Imagine the psychological weight of their journey. To leave behind parents, siblings, and the safety of 

established communities in the East was often a final goodbye. There were no video calls or fast posts—only the 

haunting realization that they would likely never see their kin again. 

Upon arrival, they faced a daunting silence. The land was not "ready" for them. Every acre of farmland was 

bought with the sweat of clearing ancient timber; every home was hand-hewn from the forest. They contended 

with the constant threat of predators, the isolation of winter, and the precariousness of life where a simple 

infection or a failed crop could mean the end of a family line. 

A Tapestry of Nations 

As the 19th century progressed, the isolated homesteads grew into the vibrant communities that grew from one 

end of the county to the other and everywhere in-between.  This growth was fueled by waves of immigrants—

Germans, English, Scots, Irish, Greeks, Hungarians and others—who braved perilous Atlantic crossings. They 

arrived with little more than a trunk and a dream, bringing with them their skills and craftsmanship that would 

eventually unlock the economic development of Iron County. 

The Struggle for Freedom 

We must also honor the ancestors who did not come to Iron County by choice. Enslaved Americans played a 

vital role in the early development of our region, performing the backbreaking labor that built our early 

infrastructure. When the fires of the Civil War reached our doorstep with the Battle of Pilot Knob, many of 

these same men took up arms for the Union, risking everything to fight for a nation that had not yet fully 

recognized their humanity. 

Though emancipation brought a new dawn, the following century of Jim Crow laws attempted to erode those 

hard-won rights. Yet, the Black families of Iron County persevered. They built churches, schools, and 

businesses, prospering against systemic odds and contributing profoundly to the moral and economic fabric of 

our county. 



Page | 5  
 

Forged Through Adversity 

The history of our ancestors is not a straight line of progress; it is a cycle of resilience. They endured the wars, 

the economic downturns of the 1800s, the Great Depression, devastating droughts that cracked the earth, 

historic storms that leveled whole communities and the terrifying sweeps of disease that sometimes rampaged 

among the county’s citizens. What didn’t kill them, literally made them stronger and cemented the bonds of 

community. 

Why does this matter today? Because as surely as their DNA dictated the color of our eyes or the height of our 

frames, their experiences shaped our character. We are the descendants of survivors. From them, we 

inherited a specific brand of Iron County stoicism—the ability to look at a storm and start rebuilding before the 

rain has even stopped. 

Our Turn to Remember 

As we celebrate 250 years of the United States, let us look past the monuments of distant cities and look instead 

at our historic courthouse; the old cemeteries; historic churches, homes and schools; and at the family Bibles of 

Iron County. Our ancestors’ lives were the quiet, steady heartbeat of democracy. They taught us that a nation is 

not just a set of laws, but a collection of stories, sacrifices, and the unyielding hope for a better life. The 

founding fathers of our nation adopted a Latin phrase as our new nation’s unofficial moto, E Pluribus Unum 

(Out of many one).  While they were applying it to the 13 individual colonies uniting to become the United 

States, on a deeper level, that same motto can be applied to all of our ancestors, from all their different 

backgrounds, coming together to form our country. 

This July, we honor them—all of them. Their journey is our journey; their strength is our inheritance. 

 

 

New Accession to Historical Society’s 

Collection:  Stone Crock Water Cooler 

The stone crock water cooler shown in the photo on 

the left served as the drinking water supply for the 

Pilot Knob School. Francis Roberts, a one-time 

pastor of the Baptist Church in Pilot Knob) gave it to 

the late Lyle Rich (one of our members for many 

years) who gave it to Gene Rich. It was Lyle's wish 

that the crock be donated to the historical society. 

We appreciate this donation and pay honor to the 

memory of our member and friend, Lyle Rich (1946 - 

2019). 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR ANNUAL DUES? 

You can pay on-line at the website: www.ironcountyhistory.org  or by mail 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT! 

 

http://www.ironcountyhistory.org/
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The Life of Isabelle Crump Lax (abt. 1858 – 1952) by John Abney 

 

Editior’s note: The following is an excerpt from “Witnesses to History: Stories from Park View Cemetery” 

(available at the museum or in our on-line bookstore at our website). Among the more than 300 people of 

African American descent buried in that cemetery are Solomon Lax, his brother Moses Lax and Moses’ wife 

Isabelle [Crump] Lax. Many will remember Rulon Maul who was a granddaughter of Isabelle (Crump) Lax. 

 

Moses Lax married his second wife, Isabelle Crump, in Iron County, Missouri on 10 September 1879.1  Isabelle 

or Belle as she was more readily known, was the daughter of Henry and Susan Crump and was born into 

slavery in the early 1850s in Hardin County, Tennessee.2  Her owners were Dr. Richard Crump and his wife 

Elizabeth, also known as Betsy.3 Mrs. J. S. Perkins, writing about Mr. Crump who died in 1857, said, 

He married Miss Elizabeth Steadman of Purdy, a lady of wealth and great personal worth, who has long 

survived him.  He removed from Purdy to a situation on the Tennessee River known as Crump’s Landing, 

where he died of a complication of diseases, leaving the family a comfortable home, and priceless 

inheritence of an untarnished name.4 

In later years, Bell would tell stories to her family about her mistreatment by the Crumps.  Clear in the memory 

of her great-granddaughter Vera June Alexander, were Belle’s (or Moo Moo as she was called by her great 

grandchildren) memories of being beaten by the Crumps and of having to fight the dogs for scraps of food.5 

As previously mentioned, Crump’s Landing was located on the Tennessee River and was not far from Pittsburg 

Landing also on the Tennessee River and in Hardin County.  Pittsburg Landing was the site of the Civil War’s 

Battle of Shiloh that took place on 6 and 7 April 1862.   Union Major General Lew Wallace, “with a division, had 

been placed by General Smith at Crump's Landing, about five miles farther down the river than Pittsburg, and 

also on the west bank. His position I regarded as so well chosen that he was not moved from it until the 

Confederate attack in force at Shiloh.”6       

What Belle may have seen on this historic occasion is not known, but at some point after the battle Belle does 

recall being stolen from Mrs. Crump.7  This occurred when she was about 10 years old and she recalled being 

taken to Osceola, in Mississippi County, Arkansas where she was sold at auction to a Colonel James Farmer 

who took her to his place near Big Lake, Arkansas, also in Mississippi County.8 No record has yet been found 

regarding Colonel Farmer, but Belle’s next recollection is that of  being resold to the family of Dr. George 

Lindymood of near Hornersville in Dunklin County, Missouri.9 

 
      1 Moses Lax Civil War pension no. X.C. 2,687,692, Baltimore, Maryland; Missouri Marriage Records 1805 – 2002; digital images, 

Moses Lax and Isabelle Crump, Missouri State Archives, Jefferson City, Missouri, Ancestry.com digital collection (http://ancestry.com 

:accessed 10 February 2010). 

      2 Moses Lax Civil War pension no. X.C. 2,687,692, Baltimore, Maryland. 

      3 Ibid. 

      4 Marcus J. Wright, Reminiscences of the Early Settlements and Early Settlers of McNairy County Tenessee (1882)  combined with 

P. M. Harbert, Early History of Hardin County, Tennessee (Taken from The West Tennessee Historical Society Papers, Vol. 1, No. 1, 

(1947), reprint, (Memphis, Tennessee: Tri-State Printing & Binding Co., 1968), 73-74. 

      5 Vera J. Alexander (Lebanon, IL), interviewed by John Abney, 15 July 2010; transcript privately held by Abney, Annapolis, 

Missouri, 2010.  Vera June is the daughter of John and Rulon (Blanks) Maul and is the great-granddaughter of Moses and Isabelle 

(Crump) Lax. 

      6 U. S. Grant, “The Battle of Shiloh,” The Century Magazine Vol. 34 (February 1885; online archives, Oriental Rug Review 
(http://www. rugreview.com/cw/cwi1.htm : accessed on 30 June 2010), no page numbers. 
     7 Moses Lax Civil War pension no. X.C. 2,687,692, Baltimore, Maryland. 

      8 Ibid. 

      9 Ibid. 
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Map of the area around Pittsburg 

Landing – Century Magazine, February 

1885 

Mrs. Crump’s house located about ¼ 

mile above Crump’ Landing - Century 

Magazine, February 1885 

 

Crump’s Landing on the 

Tennessee river in Hardin 

County, Tennessee - Century 

Magazine, February 1885 
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Belle remained with the Lindymoods through the end of the Civil War and beyond.  She appears as a domestic 

servant in the Lindymood household in the 1870 Census.10  A digitized copy of that census entry is included on 

Page 11 in the online version of the newsletter.  Unlike the Crumps, the Lindymoods treated her much  better 

and she remained in contact with Mrs. Lindymood even after the Lindymood family moved to Texas and she 

married Moses. 11 

Moses and Belle would have six children together, though only two of these, Lurine and Zella, would live to see 

adulthood.12  A family group sheet documenting the Moses and Belle (Crump) Lax family is contained in the 

online version of this newsletter beginning on Page 12.  Five of the six children are known to be buried in Park 

View Cemetery. 

Editor’s  note: Belle Lax died at around the age of 95 in 1952.  Her obituary as published in the 28 Februrary 

1952 edition of the Iron County Register (page 3, columns 5 & 6) is reprinted below: 

Aunt Belle Lax, colored, age 95 years, 8 months and 5 days, probably Ironton’s oldest resident, passed 

away Friday evening of last week at 7:15 o’clock, after being ill for the past couple of weeks or longer. 

Two daughters, together with other relatives are offered the sympathy of the community. Services were 

conducted Sunday afternoon at 2:30 o’clock from Zion Methodist Church on Shepherd Street and 

interment made in the negro cemetery west of Ironton.  The writer knew Aunt Belle Lax rather well, and 

she was a colorful old character, who with her husband, the late Moses Lax, always enjoyed the respect 

of every individual in the community. A native of Corinth, Tennessee, she was born Belle Crump, 

coming to the community in the early days. For a time, so the record states, she was a slave, until she 

was freed by Lincoln’s emancipation proclamation. Let us hope that Aunt Belle is in the complete 

enjoyment of a well earned rest. 

 

 
      10 1870 U.S. Census, Dunklin County, Missouri,  population schedule, 9, 10B (penned), dwelling 61, family 59, George and 

Candice Lindymood; NARA microfilm publication M432, roll 88 

      11 Moses Lax Civil War pension no. X.C. 2,687,692, Baltimore, Maryland; Vera J. Alexander, interview, 15 July 2010. 

     12 Moses Lax Civil War pension no. X.C. 2,687,692, Baltimore, Maryland. 

Moses Lax (1845 -1913) husband of 

Isabelle (Belle) Crump Lax 
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(President’s Messge: continued from page 2) 

 

I’m honored to join these two men as being just the third member in the troop’s 101-year history to be awarded 

the Silver Beaver award. I had Pilot Knob mayor Shelby Chan, who is also the troop’s charter organization 

representative, present me the award at the recognition event. 

 

I hope to see everyone at our next quarterly meeting on July 19th. Lastly, we desperately need more volunteers 

at the museum. If you can spare few hours a month, please let us know or stop by the train station museum on 

the weekend to find out more information. Keeping the museum open, selling our history books and getting 

donations is what’s keeps the society going each year.  

 

 

 

 

 

Left: James L. “Pop” Connelly (1886 - 1975). 

Besides his 50 plus year involvement in 

Scouting, Pop was instrumental in 

preserving Fort Davidson in the years 

before it became a state historic site and 

was well known for his other community 

activities. 

Right: Robert “Bob” L. Edgar (1900 - 1968). 

Besides his involvement in Scouting, Bob 

was also devoted to the Arcadia Valley. He 

served as the secretary to both the Arcadia 

Valley Chamber of Commerce and the 

Arcadia Valley Alumni Association. He 

served on the executive committee for the 

Iron County Centennial Association in 1957 

and served as the Chairman of the Battle of 

Pilot Knob Centennial observance in 1964. 

Left: Jeremey Medley, 

the most recent Troop 

403 recipient of the Silver 

Beaver Award.  
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mily Group Sheet – Moses and Isabelle (Crump) Lax 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Date___________________     New_________  Renewal_________ 

 

Name__________________________  Spouse_________________ 

 

Address________________________________________________ 

 

City____________________ State______ Zip Code_____________ 

 

Phone_________________ Email___________________________ 

 

Signature______________________ Received by ______________ 
 

 

Iron County Historical Society 

 Membership Application 

 

Membership Year begins on April 1st of one year and ends on March 31st of the following year. 

Please complete the form and return with membership dues of $10.00 to:  Iron County Historical 

Society, P.O. Box 183, Ironton, MO 63650.  For information please call (573) 546-3513 and leave a message. Alternatively, 

you can also renew your membership on-line by clicking on the “Join / Renew” tab at www.ironcountyhistory.org 

Iron County Historical Society 

P. O. Box 183 

Ironton, MO 63650 

http://www.ironcountyhistory.org/
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1870 U.S. Census for Dunklin County, Missouri. Isabelle Crump Entry 

 

 

George and Candice Lindymood Family, 1870 U.S. Census, Dunklin County, Missouri, page 10 

(penned) 
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Family Group Sheet for the Moses and Isabelle (Crump) Lax Family 
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